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AN impenetrable veil is over the events of 1918. Concerning the 


I9I8 
and 


Our 

Allies is still uncertain. Whether 1918 will transform the Church 
militant into the Church triumphant is equally obscure. In face of all perplexities, in . 
. joy or sorrow, hopes or fears, we have the certain assurance upon which to . 
endure: “The Lord of Hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge.” 

In the meantime what is our duty? What are the outstanding claims of the situation ) 
as a new year, and new volume of EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM, open, and which call for ae 
our loyal and individual response? A three-fold reply and message indicate our duty. 
1. As the swift decision of our rulers, and a handful of men whose courage never 
faltered saved the Empire and redeemed the cause of Right against Might in the fate- 
ful days of August 1914, in memory and for the honour of those who have fallen, and : 
those who to-day are enduring unparalleled sacrifices, we must resolutely support all — : 
righteous privations, and demands upon our powers to serve the Empire’s cause ; and 
as believers in Prayer, which changes things, we must continue to exercise our high 
and holy calling, taking confidence from the past and exercising faith for the present 
and future. 2. We must maintain witness to the Bible, the secret of 
the Empire, and its revelation of the Christ Who was, and is, and is to come. Speak- 
ing recently at a meeting of the National Church League, the Dean of 
valued Vice-President of the Alliance, remarked that the greatest need of the present 
time is for testimony to the trustworthiness of the Bible. We endorse his 
and are thankful to have the fellowship of this and other organisations in the witness 
of the Alliance to the Divine Inspiration, Authority, and Sufficiency of the Holy 
Scriptures. 38. We must arise from all narrow or restricted settings of Ch 
Unity and in the vision of the magnificence of the Building represented bv the Church 
which is the Body of Christ, exhibit the Alliance principles of Truth and Love in 
glorious comprehension, and desire that 1918 may witness new advances towards 

' Christian Unity, and the World’s Evangelical Alliance in its 72nd year become still 
mote the central meeting place‘of all who hold the Head, Christ Jesus. Oxford, 
Islington, Cheltenham, Keswick, and similar conferences with large hearted Evan- | 
gelical ideals have Our warm support, and we their full co-operation. Our duties 
during 1918 are many. We have indicated some that are paramount. In fulfilli.g 
them we serve the cause of the Empire as well as that of the Kingdom of God. 


H. M.G, 


semes in 
Caristo.” 
| oF touching the things which : 
accompany Salvation, the politician and Christian alike, much 
as they might wish to lift the veil, are forced to stand without | 
in the realisation that God holds the key of all unknown, Anti- . 
cipations and hopes must wait upon the saying, “It is not for . 
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above and Mr. Henry Martyn reser 
Scott-Moncrieff, in conveying 


of the Headquarters Staff at the War 


age This was the case on Tuesday, 


be paid a special 


matked that many of them are devout Christian 
the Chaplain- delivered Jerusalem from the oppressor, 


tribute to General Allenby, 


to hold a morning 


a New Year's concert in the men, and in this connection 


Queen's Hall 
it was 


meeting. The chai 


! 


the Lord Mavor of London has 
Iiamce to hold its Annual 
Mansion House on Tuesday 
May i4th, at 3 p.m., and has con- 
preside. Our members and friends 
, Teserve this date for what must 
be an interesting and important 
power of the nation, we are glad to be able to : 
report that the attendances at these great | 
eetin been well“ 
monthly United M gs have | 
he good wishes 
Once, re- 
the 
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The Delayed Decision.’ 


Piaia Words on Present Hopes and Fears. 
By E. A. BURROUGHS. 


hour solicitude of the War Aims Committee, 
in a letter addressed to all clergy and minis- 
ters of religion, and dated January Ist, 1918, 
about the services to be held on January 6th. 
The hymns, we were told, should be of a 
“heartening character, breathing unswerv- 
ing faith in the divine blessing on our 
cause’”’: and the half-dozen recommended 
began with “Rejoice, the Lord is King.” 
Hence the artificial emphasis on ‘‘thanks- 


*A speech delivered in the Queen’s Hall 
London, W., at the Umited Service of Prayer and 
Thanksgiving on January ist, 1918; with some 


| 
P= 


which God most clearly asks of our nation 
on the threshold of this most solemn New 
Year. The facts of the situation, as reli- 
gion sees them—quite apart from its military 
aspect, with which we are not at present con- 
cerned—are such as to suggest not thanks- 
giving but searching of heart. And that is 
why, after much debate and with much mis- 
giving, I am venturing to strike a note which 
is certainly stern and may to some seem 
gloomy and out of place. ; 

The King’s letter to his people,- appoint- 
ing next Sunday as the Day of National 


Chaplain to the King. 
“A truth,” says Mr. Birrell some occasion, though some 
where, ‘‘is better company than a pleasing 
falsehood.’ At rate it is com in ‘mind. Itisallota with 
which Reotye> a you are. And for adroitness of preasmen and 
pretty general feeling that we do not really about ways, white goed 
where we are, and very much lines often out of relation 
we did. A certain spirit of unreality—con- *%"*°- In effect, cheerfulness 
scious or unconscious—has come to pervade *hat, to secure it, you must 
four-fifths of our thinking and speaking ‘ruth. And the net result is, 
about the war, to our very great loss both ‘he very opposite of that 
material and moral. The scepticism thus flation comes depression, and 
engendered—taking as it does in some cases ‘be dangerous sense of unreali 
the form of cynical indifference to war news * fog. It is all inspired, as I 
(“for after all ome doesn’t know what to * false ——,s 
believe’’), in others a morbid worrying about {alse just use it is un . Chris- 
war aims—is perhaps the most dangerous tianity centres in a God Whom men must 
element in the whole disquieting situation. worship in spirit and in truth. Whatever 
It is the natural retribution upon cheap and =™4Y be considered suitable or wise in the 
reckless optimism, itself inspired by the ‘Phere of politics, the only wisdom in the 
official view that the one thing needful is to Phere of religion is to face the facts and 
keep the country cheerful at all costs, and keep close to them. And one therefore 
that to be pleased with ourselves is the ‘reads, by chiming in with the official note 
surest way to win. of thanksgiving at this time, to add in any 
OrriciaL PsyCHOLocy. which the average politica 
That vi bent on blurring the outlines of facts. 
psychology, a false view of how human CLeaAR SIGHT AND HEART-SEARCHING. 
nature works. Hence the embargo, still It is true that we owe God more thanks 
kept up, on anything like humiliation or con- than any of us ever pay Him, and that even in 
fession of national sin ; because it might be these dark days the causes for thankfulness 
a ing.’’ Hence the curiouseleventh- are many and great. But I cannot conscien- 
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on earth among men of good will."" More thea ever to get it sccepted, for having fated 
so far. 


brewers, for 


against it. reconstruction 4 
sent state of the moral atmosp be appear organised body 
impossible. Regeneration must go before it. 


—or 
them. 
tians in line 
th economy, 
give 
which at 
generally and, above all, to our Governmen the country to camel the Governénent tease 
who are most of all responsible for what in that we can’t be ignored—that God, Whom 
these days we are and become, to begin to = we plead for, is also a Great Power Who 
tackle our problem scientifically by tackling : 
it at the heart? *The brewers’ are not a majority of the 
exploit an i heediess selfishness 
Tue Penactims or Detay. the working-man, who plays into their hands 
by threatening to strike d this beer is short. 


It is, of course, in many ways ten times Can it be that Labour, normally of 
more difficult now than it would have been and oo rightly tadignant at prsiter 
this time three years ago, when we were first ing, entirely misses the point of (say) recent 
headed off from the word “humiliation.” which 
Each refusal of repentance, in a man or a ta 
nation, makes it more difficult to repent. £13,000 i 
But, thank God, if repentance is now more are 
dificult for us, forgiveness is still as easy 
for God : and God can, even still, “‘restore the 
unto us the years that the locust hath - other great interests also may be too . 
eaten,” if we but give Him a free enough say in its decisions. Prohibition for the war, or 
hand ; if we let Him, first of all, drive out © ¢vem State Purchase, would from this point of 
the locusts themselves. That is still the  ['*% more than justify itecif politically, even if 
hope, the Gospel, with which we can goto ance: it would a convincing disclaimer of 
the world. But we shall have to fight harder _ financial influence on national policy. 


Tue To A Ficurino Farrn. 
In the place, if things are ot ofl 1 
supremely —if is being left out of our 
) nationa! calculations—then our one supreme 
duty, whether as Christians or patriots, is to 
; cry aloud and spare not, to leave mo stone 
face the Fact which alone can save ts. € 
must pray, and press, and organise, and if 
| need be fight, to secure some honest, 
national] recognition of God before it is too | 
late. Other “‘interests’’ can impose their 
instance. Why cannot the Christians? 
| ar tg from all concessions extorted by the brewers are dead 
q in field, are — inconsistent with all that our rulers tell us 
mere seems tobe no is needed to win the war; yet, at the cost 
real revolt of the national moral sense : : go on 
brewers 
opinion 
10 


oe fered first of all? If we be- 


this, cost what it may. 


we have got to do 


1 but let God direct us 
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Church of Rome, that says, ‘“We are the one 
Church and outside the Church there is no 
salvation.”’ ‘‘Founded on St. Peter,’’ with 
a long history behind it, its leaders have put 
forth a system of ecclesiastical government 
ine that must be accepted implicitly 

ho join it. The position is 
, and if its claims be admitted there 
for those who wish to do the right 
seek admission within its fold. 


meaning of Scripture. Truth has be- 
subordinate to the demands of the in- 
stitution, and no candid student of the Bible 
can reconcile Roman doctrine and Roman 


developments with the message of Holy 


that are not Divine. In the obscure work- 
ing of human psychology, that which 

eternally true is mingled with that which 
false and the experience is 


less it is, thefi we find those who follow the 
aside from the truth into error. 

tures must be studied, their plain implice- 


will take control of our emotional channels, 
if we are to avoid being misled. 

A more subtle form of this attitude is the 
appeal to the Person of Christ. This indeed 
is final for the Christian, but very often we 
find the Christ appealed to the creation of 
the minds who appeal to Him. He is not 
the Son of God revealed in the pages of the 
Gospels. He is the projection of the imagi- 
nation of the mind into a personality outside 


if __ -BVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 
yt] “As soon aa the churches had a New Testa- forced to conclude that in no institutional 
oe ment to set alongside of the Old, the two Church, known to.us, are to be found the 
together became the authoritative standard of willy, 
of Scripture teaching, and the 
BS > standard. For thé common routine Church emotional or ph side is put 
af custom or tradition might be sufficient: but forward in our country in other lands 
tion’ was subject to the commands with 
a | and had to be defended by something that meets human needs and give 
“4 ted ; checked by them ifdoubt- an . So long as men have this 
i when once the elders had passed experience all else matters little. Whether 
4 commands of the Lord could only we find this in mysticism or Evangelicalism, 
; from the written word. If Scrip- in Roman Catholicism or Protestantism, it 
P tradition were not formally ar- is all one. Philosophy is superior to dogma, 
Pt and Christian philosophy means the genera)- 
} eformation, the reason is that nobody _isation of Christian experience. Therefore, 
. yet supposed tradition to be independent of when we construct « broad outline of the 
4 Scripture in the sense of being entitled to philosophy of Christianity we arrive at « 
revise, or upon occasién to reverse, the com- _ basis for union. That is an attractive ideal 
! mands of Christ." The late Professor in an age when faith finds centre everywhere 
Gwatkin, in these words, lays down what ant dome net cone 
| we accept concerning the authority of Scrip- All who are acquainted the history of 
ture. On the authority of Scripture we rest mysticism, know that even with the Lady 
. and from Scripture we draw our conclusions Julian of Norwich—the sweetest and most 
coneerning the real basis and unity. fascinating of mystical writers—we find her 
a There are two strong pleas for a basis of _—ecstasies at times directed towards objects 
1 unity that demand examination: viz., the 
Institutional and the Philosophical. The 
. former finds its highest development in the 
a4 same conclusion. Unless mystical experi- 
| ences be directed on lines in accord with 
truth there is the grayest danger, not only 
| of confusing the true and the false, but of 
| pres . itis 
; sary for the y religion to 
he and discipline of Rome 
ae * is found that its terms of . 
; tested by Holy Scripture, 
wful, its discipline is contrary to Must De received 2g messagc 
4 of God, and its doctrine is over- § must serve as the guiding ing clue to the ny 
th errors and to be a perversion of the _ practice of mysticism. mind of the 
: liever must be set in a right direction, if his 
: experience is not to prove delusive and mis- 
| leading. We are therefore compelled to fall 
| back upon Holy Scripture as the guide that 
: Rome is impossible, and as we study even 
if more critically other systems of Institutional 
Christianity, whether in the East or West, 
; we are compelled to say that no one of them 
| can exclusively put forward a claim for the 
fruits of the Spirit. We see in them an 
| orderly Ministry that is blessed by the co- 
FH operation of the Divine Spirit, and we are 
14 
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*International Psychic Gazette, April, 1917. 
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only po 
ewish State, if founded in the Holy 
twentieth century, could not possibly 
ror : both ancient Hebrew exclusivences; it 
al Western would have to be wide enough to 
end. The Hebrew race regardless of 
y wealthy ( ile no section of Jews is more bitterly 
rch the Tsardom ow 1 than the Zionists in Palestine, yet, 
ating to billions: the hand, founded as « racial state 
23 150,000,000 acres c as a creed, autonomous Palestine will 
a civil list of £2,000 ly J Anti- 
‘a Siberia are owned i by will 
receives fc moun het 
] : his are a bundre even ry 
ants, 300 antomonbile “M 
army of soldiers at » to te to Be 
dynasty it will be net from 
: as the French R y wh can 
up the dynasty of Lord man, 
ian, Tolstoy, one of ¢ i, on 
age, while “com 
, dictated a prophes mer heat and wintry blasts? Not only are 
*The Nation 
p. 47. 
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aniversary 


Bex the Protestant Reformation. 


Why Commemorate the 400th 


— 


VY 
+ 
a8 
he 
3 
iz 
| 
4q * Issued as a leaflet announcing the British Commemoration. 
26 


— 


B 

33 

g* 


Reformation, for a remedy of that evil and 


into entire harmony with the will of God. 
But he found it hopeless. He was aman 
who, above all I have ever read of in history 
looked at realities, and could not be deluded 
by any or human promises ; and 
he that after all he did, he remained a 
sinful man. He felt that the passions and 
the temptations of his nature remained too 


was in despair. He tells us that when he 
read that verse in the Epistle to the Romans, 
‘Therein is the righteousness of 


Bible, but God must need send Christ to the 
world to reveal more of His righteousness, 
and to make us feel more sinful and miser- 
able, and more in despair!" But suddenly 
there dawned upon him the conviction that 
what St. wes 
sage was, that the righteousness which 
revealed was the righteousness and salva- 
tion which He offered freely to every soul 
that would accept it from Him and would 
believe His promises. ‘“That moment,” he 
says, ‘‘the gates of Paradise were opened to 
me.”’ He felt he was admitted, for Christ's 
sake and by faith in Christ, into the pre- 
sence, the love and the favour of God, and . 
nothing else in the world seemed to him to 
be of any consequence. He wasa man, who 
often put what he had to say in the most 
extreme form possible, as, for instance, 
when he said that a man who was not for- 
given by God would feel in hell even if he 
were in heaven; and a man who was for- 
given by God would feel in heaven even if he 
were in hell.”’ It is one of those expres- 
sions which bring out a depth of reality and 
thought, more than anything else. After 
all, can any expression be strong enough to 
make us feel the supreme, the immense, the 
blessing, that weak; sinful, 
feeble creatures like us being not merely for- 
given—that is not all that justification means 
—but brought into the favour, the com- 
panionship, the love, the trust of God? 
After all, everything in this world passes) 
away, every single thing, however great it 
is, and the time will come when you and I 
will have nothing to do with anything or. 
anyone but God Himself. If we can tell you 
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4 
} lence throughout Europe at that time of the 
he fear of the judgments of God, and the appre- 
14 hension of the evils of human nature. I am 
‘ very much afraid that that sense of the in- 
4 herent evil and corruption of human nature 
+ has been very much weakened in the world 
. since, and that it is not adequately appre- 
| ciated now. If you want to have some 
Le evidence of what that evil is, you have it at strong forhim. He wasa good man in 
i= awful war which is raging many ways, as some Roman Catholic critics 
| "hat makes that war? even acknowledge, but he felt this internal - 
| as neither I nar anyone sense of sin, from which none of these ex- 
a 
rg Well, the Germans are _ vealed from faith to faith"’—he said to him- 
} uman nature, you would ness of God was not revealed in 
- . rbarities anywhere. War the Ten Commandments and throughout the 
work- 
mys- 
terious methods which we cannot follow ; 
; and what this present war ought to do is, to 
the 
out, 
fi as people were crying out at the time of the 
of the lence of that sense of evil and 
is human nature, and of God’s 
. judgments hanging over them, you have 
i only to look at the abuses which prevailed 
£. at the time of the Reformation. What else 
= was it but this apprehension of God’s awful 
: justice which led to the doctrine of Purga- 
+ tory, and special good works, and pilgrim- 
4 ages, and all that kind of thing, ending in 
H reliance on such a miserable reed as that of 
. Indulgences? The reason why these abuses 
Fi prevailed was, that every human being knew 
i. | he needed to be saved, and he clutched at 
} every straw which even a superstitious 
| Church could throw before him, in order to 
‘) assure him of that salvation. That is what 
4 human mature will always do; and the 
Mis source of the superstition with which the 
| i world is threatened at any time is men’s and 
an women’s sense of evil, and their longing to 
ih clutch at something or other which will save 
ot them out of it. Luther had tried all these 
ae ways; he had done his very utmost, by the 
ta penances of the Church, and the observances 
on of his order, to appease that righteous judg- 
i | ment of God ; and that, he knew, could only 
t be done by his heart and spirit being brought : 
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beforehand, on the authority of Christ, that 


to realise it, is what lay at the bottom of 
Luther’s thought—you cannot believe it on 


proclaim anything so momentous, so far- 
Accord- 


authority of His Apostles. Our 


His Church, and not merely His Apostics, 
to “go into all the world, and preach the 
Gospel to creature,” and 

that the sins remitted were remitted 


the extraordi , the infinitely blessed 
which the Goupel ims aloud, of 
te remission of sins. Without that 


and supremely in the New Testament—you 
have Christ the Son of God, in the name of 
God, proclaiming to you God’s love, God's 
forgiveness, and God’s will for the whole 
your life. If you will think of that for 
moment you will see that it is 

great and marvellous a thing as the other 
which I have been speaking—the a, 
ness of the sins of the whole world. ow 
are we poor creatures, merely by our natural 
faculties, ever to approach God? We be- 
lieve that in the Scriptures we have the 
actual voice of God Himself addressing us 
and speaking to every single soul who wil! 
consult Him. ‘That was the cardinal hinge 
on which the Reformation turned, -=4 with- 
out it, it could not have overcome the im- 
mense inherent authority of the 
Catholic Church of that day, with the tra- 
ditions of some fifteen centuries behind it. 
Those who object to Luther say that he ver- 
threw authority. He overthrew iaise autho- 
rity. What he did was to establish for all 


| 
if you will accept Christ’s to men, 3 
you into His love and into His home, then, . | 
as Luther said, everything else in the world unto them, and that the sins they retained 7 
Well, were retained ; that is to say, thal the sins 
that was the startine-noint of the were forgiven upon the basis of the message ; 
Reformation, and it is also the end of the which our Lord and His Aposties pro- ; 
Reformation. claimed. ‘That I take to be the meaning of : 
But, of course, there are various methods, those much disputed words. They are re- 
2 and secondary considerations, which must peated again and again by our ! rd, be- 
be borne in mind in reference to it. The cause it needed nothing legs than His re- : 
first question, and most important, to be xeated authority to enable men to believe 
borne in mind is this: How did Luther 
know this, and on what ground did he be- 34 
lieve it? As I have said, it is an immense 
thing, the most momentous thing that can o , you cou ve , 
. it; I go further and say you could not have 
thought it; and you certainly could not ' 
have proclaimed it. 
Well then, we come back to the cardinal! J 
fact, on which the whole proclamation of | 
| the Gospel rests,—that we have in the Bible, 
in the New Testament in the first instance, 
but in the Old Testament also, and particu- 
larivy in the Psalms, but of course primarily 
Id ! 
you 
moment 
mean, | 
Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross made ‘‘a full, 
perfect and sufficient sacrifice’’ for all those | 
sins, without exception. On what autho- | 
| rity are we to believe this? We are 3 
| certainly not justified in believing it on any | 
think what we must all feel, when we come | 
self. If a human being had the audacity, 
he _— would not have the right, to g 
ingly, on what authority did Luther pro- | 
claim it and believe it? On the authority Me (ne Works 
of the Word of God, contained in the utter- rity, the authority of Christ and of God. | 
ances of our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and When once he and others realised that 
confirmed and to us on the in- Christ was speaking to them from God and : 
a that God by His Spirit was opening their 
Lord Himself said, “* t on hearts to these Scriptures, ead open v4 
Me shall live, though he die.”” He bade Scriptures to their they felt they had 
all,come to Him, the and the heavy- an eternal authority, to which everything 
laden, that He might refresh them. Hetold _ else in the world must give way. 
29 
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ress 


By Rev. Professor CARNEGIE SIMPSON, D.D.., 


Westminster College, Cambridge. 


year in Church history in any aspect of it 
since Apostolic days, with the one exception 
of the year 325 which is the date of the 
Council of Nicwa. The Council of Nicaea 
had many and obvious defects and many 
aspects of it are open to easy criticism ; but 
it did this—it saw and named the Christ 
Who is the Church’s One Foundation. And 
the Reformation had many defects, and, in 
particular, its hcro—for undoubtedly he was 
heroic—was far from perfect and his faults, 
like everything else about him, were on the 
big scale ; but what it did was this— it found 
and proclaimed the Gospel which in that 
Christ had come to men. To say that we, 
who keep the catholic faith and cling to the 
Evangel, are not to remember and rejoice 
in this anniversary because we are to-day at 
war with modern German militarism—abso- 


lutely another thing, surely, from the Scrip- . 


tural eyangelicalism of the Germany of four 
hundred years ago—is simply to lose all 
kind of historical sense. I leave it at that, 
and I shall not spend more time on this 
somewhat obtrusive but really unimportant 
point. | 

We are here, then, to celebrate something 
essentially religious; and, for that reason, 
Jet me add, I intend to say nothing which is 
polemical or which need offend—though, of 
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course, they will disagree with much I say 
—even our Roman Catholic friends, if they 
will allow me so to call them. Let us leave 
polemics and especially personalities to 
those who choose to descend to them. Our 
business, I repeat, is religious. The great 
thing about Luther's reformation was that 
it was not merely an intellectual liberalism, 
not merely an ecclesiastical reform, nor 
merely even a moral protest against abuses 
and corruptions—though it was all these— 
but was also a new religious principle of life. 
Neither scholars like Erasmus nor leaders 
of councils like Gerson, nor like 
Savonarola, nor even reformers like Wyclif 
or Hus had brought this. It was brought 
by Luther. And it was found by him in his 
own spiritual experience. No man can un- 
derstand the Reformation who has not care- 
fully tried to understand what the religious 
experience of Luther was. He was a monk, 
as earnest about salvation as ever monk 
could be. He followed the monastic life at 
its best, and also at its severest. But the 
more he worked at it, the less was he at 
peace. Especially the more he read the 
Bible—as a fellow-monk, a good old man 
of true personal religion, called John 
Staupitz, had counselled him to do—the 
more he felt that he himsclf could never, 
with all his penances and good works, make 
himself right with God. He had been 
working for years at salvation to bring out, 
as it were, a moral balance in the debit and 
credit account of his soul, and the only 
result was that, deeper than ever, he was in 
the despair of a spiritual bankruptcy. Then 
it was that, re-studying his New Testament 
—especially St. Paul—he saw, for the first 
time in his life, that salvation was not his 
bringing out any moral balance from his 
life and giving that to God, but was God 
bringing His friendship and His free for- 
giveness to us and giving them to us in 
Christ. When Luther saw that, how he 
leapt to it! It was literally new life—a new 
principle for all religion. He was not to 
earn God’s friendship and forgiveness : that 
he had found to be a hopeless task. They 


are, I believe, some people, not in 
themselves out of sympathy with the Refor- 
| mation, who yet have doubts as to the 
| rightness or expediency of our making much 
1 of its anniversary at the present moment, 
| inasm::ch as its leading figure was a German 
and we are to-day engaged in stern war with 
the German power. All I think it needful 
to say on this occasion in reply to that can 
oe be said in a sentence, and that sentence is 
; this. We are, I také it—certainly I for one 
Pt should not be here on any other terms— 
a celebrating at this meeting not something 
about Germany, but something about the 
| Gospel. We are celebrating what I do not 
a hesitate to call the most important event 
in the history of the Gospel since the days 
) of its first promulgation. Indeed the year 
iF 1517 is justly named as the most momentous 
j | 
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were his in Christ alrcady. And this made 
his soul. 


This, stated in the fewest ~ossible words, 
was Luther's religious experience. How it 
led him on to be the protagonist of the 
Reformation, I can only indicate in a few 
sentences. Luther's new-found religious 
peace made him an evangelical Christian 
but it did not mean that he ceased to be a 
Roman monk. He had no idea of centering 
into conflict with the Church. But the 
notorious traffic in indulecnces forced him 
to be a Reformer. Some of his itents— 
for he continued to be a 
duced their indulgence tickets when he 
spoke to them of sin ; others of them wrote 
him for counsel about pardon, and he could 
not but answer as his own great expericnce 
taught him. He felt the whole subject 
needed to be faced. It is characteristic of 
the man's courage and honesty that he faced 
it himself. He did so in a perfectly orderly 
and constitutional way. He was a Professor 
of Theology; and when a Professor or 
Doctor wished to raise any theological ques- 
tion he did it, according to academic usage, 
by stating a thesis or a scrics of theses about 
it for public discussion. Thus was it that 
Luther, on Nov. Ist, 1517, posted up at 
Wittenberg ninety-five theses on the subject 
of indulgences and of God’s forgiveness of 
sin. That is the event we are remembering 
to-day. Meant to raise academic debate, 
these theses have revolutionised Christen- 
dom. They were no dry theological proposi- 
tions. They rang out like trumpet calls. 
People read them, and, as they read them, 
they realised that this is Gospel. For what 
these theses said was, shortly, this: For- 
giveness is not yours to earn by endless 
penances, nor the priest’s to sell in an indul- 
gence, but it is God’s to give and He does 
give it to every man freely and directly in 
Christ. Deal not with the pardon-monger 
but with the loving, forgiving Saviour : 
trust not your works nor your indulgence- 
ticket but Him. It was new hope and life 
for thousands of weary, seeking souls. It 
was literally the ‘‘good news’’ of the Gospel. 
Into the great conflict which ensued, I can- 
not here enter. The complex story has 
many sides, and I am far from saying that 
in it all Luther was faultless. But this I 
will say—at times in it he exhibited human 
greatness almost at its height. There is not, 
I venture to say—if you dispute it, then 


name it me—a spot in where the 
human sou! is seen more simply great than 
Luther at the Diet of He had 
against him that 

Pope and Emperor. Yet that day, he shook 
not: the world of Christendom was shaken. 
If that be not greatness, then I do not know 
what greatness is. Lord Acton—a Roman 
Catholic—once asked Bishop Creighton 
what made Luther so yreat. I do not know 
what Creighton’s answer was; but no 
answer to that question is adequate which 
does not say th 
stand absolutely on what he believes God 
has said to him and relying on God to stand 
heside him is greater than anything. This 
was the secret of Luther’s greatness. 

But I must not linger on what is mere! 
historical or personal, and I will now 
must be quite briefly—say what are the two 
great religious ideas or principles at the root 
of the spiritual experience of Luther 
which I have spoken and at the root 
Reformation itself. There is much 
later Reformation history and in Lu 
carecr to which I, for one, by no 
scribe ; but the great first princi 
Reformation are never to be lost, 
are the principles of the Gospel itself. 
are called in theology ‘justification 
faith’’ and ‘‘the priesthood of all ‘ 
These are somewhat uncouth and 
fashioned terms and I shall try to put the 
truths they designate in the plainest possibic 


‘‘Justification’’ means a man being right 
with God in conscience and life. ‘‘Faith’’ 
means—to the evangelical, for in Romanist 
theology it has quite a different significance 
— a man being personally related through 
trust and love and obedience to the living 
Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, “‘justifica- 
tion by faith’? means—to put it as simply as 
words can—that you are friends with and 
living with Jesus Christ. ‘That is the very 
heart of the Gospel and the meant=¢ of 
Christianity. No preacher and no church 
that does not put this in the forefront of his 
or its message is true—I do not say to the 
Reformation but to the evangel of Christ 
and His Apostles. It is sometimes said—it 


' was said even in Luther’s time—that this 
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Gospel is not a guarantee of moral life as a 
doctrine of salvation through good works is. 
The answer is found in experience. No man 
can really and sincerely be friends with 
Christ without being the unfriend cf sin, 


words. 
| 


‘This is the true relation between justifica- _—fieaning of the Reformation is that it points 

tion and sanctification, or, in simpler terms, us back beyond itself to Christ. With all 

between my being right with God and my its human shortcomings and errors, it really 

being a moral man. And as a matter of was a re-discovery of and a return to Him. 
great 


fact this principle of the Gospel puri- An Anglican friend said to me lstely— 
fied morality at the Rcforntation as palpably meaning it, I imagine, perhaps a little depre- 
as it did doctrine. We must ever go back ciatingly of Protestantism—that what the 
to it alike in our comacience and in our con- § Churches want is to get back beyond the 
duct—be friends with Christ and you are Reformation. I entirely agree. Only we 
friends with God. This is the first religious | must get back not merely to the Middic 
truth I mame. Ages and even the fourth century, wherc 


is 
“priesthood of believers,”’ and what that Christ. The Reformation itself is a call 
and forgiveness this. It calls us, if I may put it paradoxi- 


means is that the friendship it 

of God are accessible to any man, and that cally, even while we remember it, as we do 
a man himself and for himself may find to-day, also to forget it, and remember that 
them and receive them without any sacer- from One only the Church has come and to 
dotal intermediary. Of course there remains that One it must ever return. As Principal 
place for a Christian ministry both of word Rainy once said, ‘“‘History is great, but 
and sactament, and this may be exercised Christ is ter, and the Church abides in 
even in the practice of confession and- Him.” is is the true meaning of the 
spiritual direction. But the mediation of no $$ Reformation. We are here not to praise 
minister is essential as the channel of for- Luther, or Cranmer, or Knox, or Calvin ; 
giveness and of grace—that Luther not we are here—these men did much to open 
merely held but, from his own experience, the door—to return to Christ. No one 
knew. Here was really the deepest dividing would say that more earnestly than Lather 
line at the Reformation, and it remains the himself. He was a good deal of an egotist 


: sacer- —a big boisterous egotist; but he never 

lists and evangelicals. Both are agreed spoke more sincerely than when he said, 
the fundamental Nos nihil sumus : Christus solus est omnia. 

sa is from God and That is the name we need to-day. It may 

is in Christ ; but is it or is it not necessarily § seem that what I have been s~eaking about, 
and only through a priest? There are no while perhaps of historical or doctrinal in- 
two it : l and evan- terest, is remote from the great issues and 
gelicalism contradict each other here. What problems of the present hour. That is so 
is is twofo t if what I have spoken of is mere history or 
is to the New Testament and to the facts doctrine. But if the real motive and mean- 
of religious life in history. Certainly this ing of the whole thing was, as I say it was, 
great principle of the Reformation need fear a man and a church and an enoch turning 
neither form of appeal, for the New Testa- back, out of almost hopeless confusion and 
ment knows no order of priests but only the conflict, to find Christ again—is not this 
priesthood of all believers, while history just what, as individuals and as churches 
shows the saving fruits of the Spirit in non- and as peoples, we most deeply need to do 
sacerdotal quite as truly as in sacerdotal to-day? Thus and thus only will the glad- 
communions. But I cannot here argue this, ness of the Gospel revive in our lives, will 
for I must close. the Church put on again her strength— 
The Reformation is a many-sided epoch and, I may add, the reunion of churches 
and I have here touched on only one aspect become more than a scheme—and will the 


of it—the purely religious—and that only at redemption of this world of sin and sorrow 


a point or two. But I want to close by nd strife draw nigh and. the Kingdom of . 
saving that the very heart of the religious | God come. é‘ 


“‘Untass I am convinced by testimonies taken from Scripture I 

stand firmly by the Scriptures adduced by myself and my con- 

_ science is bound in the Word of God. Retract I cannot and will 

not; for to do anything against one’s conscience is unsafe and 

dangerous. Here I stand ; I can do no otherwise. God help me. 

oe ae before the Emperor, Charles V., at the Diet of 
orms, 
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The Forgiveness 


remember sendemg me a perce! of & mp. 
teres | gave the firet copy of & John » Goepe! 
youmg man who wae educated 


Trinitarian Bible Society 


(Founded 1631.) 
Serstary The CECHL LOVELY, B.A 
Offices 7, BURY ST.. BLOOMSBURY, LONDON, W.C.1. 


SOUTH AMERICAN 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


The so-called Christianity of 
SOUTH AMERICA 


is a challenge to the 
PROTESTANT WORLD. 
The millions of heathen constitute 


What are you doing for 
SOUTH AMERICA? 


Address : 
The Secretary, S.A.M.S., 
20, John Street, London, W.C.1. 


cult circumstances with results which are really 
marvellous. Alt the moment one of the 
Miasion » greatest ts conneeted with the work 
in Nicaragua. op the Moskite Coast of 


out on this const eur new men 
to this field in order that the work may be 


tained and extended. 
Will the readers of Evangelical Christendom 


give their help, eo that these four men may be sent 
out? 
All Contributions will be gratefully ecknow- 


leiged he 
y EDGAR SWAINDSONM, Secretary 
LONDON ASSOCIATION IN AID OF 


MORAVIAN MISSIONS, 


7, Naw Court, Linco.n's Lonpon, 
W.C.2. 


All the money we raise goes to the British Moravian 
Church Missions Board (att sarrisn). No meuey 


_given to the Missions go to any euemy territory. 


RBADY IMMEDIATBLY. 


SIGNIFIGANT SIGNS 


Of the Present Times, 1918 
in view of 
The Approaching Advent of the Christ. 
BY THE 
REV. W. A. BATHURST, M.A. 
Price 2d. net. 


Leadon : ROBERT SCOTT, Paternester Row, B.C.4. 
And ef ali Bookesilers. 


TEAGH,” 
School amd etter part of 6s ” 
he enid ‘| dent ase how it poasible for « BAPTIZE. 
priest to fergive my sina’ not.’ 
cord he cammot forgive hie own ome much Such were our Lord's three fim] commands to 
you alway. even unto the end of the world.” Nothing. 
call aheolutely aothing. alters cither the commande of 
about our Lerd and Neodemus tht promise. The whole world may be, is. con- 
vuleed by war het Misstonary effort must not cease 
hum Mamy of the portions were haop:!) because of that. Rather should tmorease, for 
coocived and eagetly at the > Christianity is the ome great facter able to make 
our Ged Weed” wars of aggression impossible in future 
Se writes oe of our workers who « dong all he THE MORAVIAN 
cam to combet the errors of Roman Cathobciem 
may reset his labours)? Thies Society which whese arduous and work te so well 
need nown to « readers. carry | 
An American Moravian Bishop. referring to 
this work, says — 
“A Loma, Bush-Negre, Meoskite 
put tegether 
itis a emell end weak force which ts holding 
main. 
| 
| 
{ 
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Opportunity. 


AMERICA 
have never heard of His First Coming 
or of the Glorious Gospel of His Grace. 
ARE HINDERING HIS 
COMING 
By failing adequately Evangelise 
THE NEGLECTED CONTINENT. 


MULTITUDES SOUTH 


THE EVANGELICAL UNION 


SOUTH 


is being mightily used of God in the 
circulation of the Sacred Scriptures 
and in the preaching of the Gospel in 
ARGENTINA, BRAZIL and PERU. The 
fields are white] unto harvest and we 
want you to help us to send forth 
labourers to gather the sheaves for 
His Coming. 


j GIFTS, however small, will be gratefully received by the 
GENERAL SECRETARY, E.U.SA, 8 & 9, Essex Street, Strand, Londen. W.C.2. 
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THE 
EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE 


(BRITISH ORGANISATION). 


THE PROLONGATION THE WAR 


has not curtailed the Home and Foreign operations of the British 
Organisation of the Alliance. During the fourth year of the War it is | 
privileged to witness new fruit from its wise and painstaking efforts to pro- | 
mote Christian Union and Co-operation on the Scriptural basis of Truth | 
and Love. 

- The agents of the Alliance continue their work of Scripture distribu- 
tion and Evangelisation in Roman Catholic and other difficult centres, where 
the successful efforts of the Alliance during the past seventy-two ‘years in 


the interests of Religious Liberty have bene effectual doors for the preach- 
ing of the Gospel of Christ, in fellowship with sister organisations, and in 


tulfilment of the Divine command. 


| The best and most fruitful years of service for the Alliance lie ahead -- 
if the, glorious appearing of Christ is still delayed. It has magnificent 
| opportunities, and only requires largely increased financial support. 


The Couneil appeal for additional income of at least £5,000 during 
the next twelve months. S. The Alliance has no endowments, and at present 
no Emergency Fund. Immediate gifts, large and small, are appealed for" 
—in furtherance of interests which concern the only solid foundation for a 
League of Nations or lasting Peace—the spread of the Gospel of Christ 
and the uniting in Christian Fellowship and Evangelical activities all, in 


every nation, who cal] Jesus Master and Lord. 
HENRY MARTYN GOOCH, 


General Secretary. 


World's Alliance, 
19, Russell Sq. London, W.C.1. 


* Cheques, etc., should be crossed ** Barclay & Co., Lid, ‘1, Pall Mail Kast, S.W.."' and payable to the 


World's Evangelical Alliance.’ 


if 

' They should be forwarded to the General Secretary as above H 
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SOME PUBLICATIONS 


World’s Evangelical Alliance 


THE MOVEMENT TOWARDS UNITY. 
The World's Evangelical Alliance im the Mission Pield. 
By Rev. Cawow A. EB. M.A. Price td. 


THE PRESENT NEED AND POSSIBILITY OF CHRISTIAN UNION- 
Ry Rev. G. D.D. Price te. 


MISSIONS, IN THE LIGHT OF ADVENT TESTIMONY. 


Ry Rev W Gooca (Price 2d. 


SPIRIT MANIFESTATIONS AND “THE GIFT OF TONGUES.” 
By Ste Rosset Axpersow, K.C.B., LL.D. Price 


SPIRITUALISM. 
Ry Rt Rev. Brswor Hasse. DD. Price 2d. 


REUNION WITH THE CHURCH OF ROME? 
Ry Rev. Twos. J. Purveetarr, M.A. Price 


THE NATIONAL REVIVAL OF FAMILY PRAYERS. 
Addresses given at the Queen's Hall Meetings. Price 1a. each. 
1. Rw the oF CANTERBURY. 
2. By the Brisnor of Wincuester. 


THE WAR AND SACRIFICIAL DEATH. 
By C. Procrer. Price td. 


MODERN UNREST AND THE BIBLE. 
By Stem Anprew Wiwoate, K.C.LE. Price 


RATIONALISM OR THE GOSPEL. 
With special reference to their relative influence On the Mission Field. 
Ry Peeeenpary H. EF. Fox, M.A. Price Sd. net. 


MODERN THEOSOPHY TESTED. 
By Rev. W. Sr. Tispai, D.D. Price 3d. net 


BAHAISM AND ITS CLAIMS. 
By Rev. W. A. Smepp, D.D. Price td. 


THE PAPAL DECREE “NE TEMERE "—An Imperial Protest. 
Verbatim Report of Speeches delivered at the Second Great Meeting of Protest con- 
vened by the World’s Evangelical Alliance, held at Westminster, and attended by 
3,000 citizens. Together. with an authorised translation of the Decree “Ne Temere.”’ 


Pree 3d. 
THE “NE TEMERE™ DECREE--An Appeal to the British Nationa. 
Speeches delivered at the First Great Meeting of Protest convened the World's 


Evangelical Alliance. Price 2d. 


THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT AND THE “ NE TEMERE”" DECREE 
By Rev. Wa. Corxry, M.A. Price 


THE POPE, THE KAISER AND GREAT BRITAIN. 
By Presenpary H. EB. Fox, M.A. Price 4d. 


THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. 
By Rev. G. CamMpsett, Morcan, D.D. Price td. 


THE CHURCH OF GOD. 
By Rev. W. H. Grirrita THomas, D.D. Price td. 
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